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Pesachim  3 - 1 

In the first דף of the מסכת we learned a מחלוקת אמוראים 
whether the word אור in the משנה means day or night. The 
 brought 11 proofs, two of which conclusively proved גמרא
that it means night, and the other nine did not prove either 
way.

Our דף began with additional four proofs, all of which 
conclusively prove that אור means night:
First, the משנה records a מחלוקת ב"ש and ב"ה about the טומאה 
status of a woman who suffers a miscarriage אור לשמונים ואחד, 
the night which is after her 80 days of ימי טהרה, but before she 
brings a קרבן on the 81st day. Each opinion contrasts אור with 
.means night אור clearly proving that ,יום

Second, the ברייתא explains how we know that a קרבן שלמים 
may only be eaten for two days and the one night in between 
those two days, but may not be eaten אור לשלישי – the night 
preceding the third day after it was brought, even though it is 
not burned as נותר until the next morning. The term אור לשלישי 
clearly refers to night!

Third, the ברייתא says;
 - אור של יום הכיפורים מתפלל שבע ומתודה
 יום כיפור of תפלות as well as the other - יום כיפור of תפלת ערבית
consist of seven ברכות -
Clearly, אור means night.

Finally, the ברייתא explicitly says;
– לילי ארבעה עשר בודקין את החמץ לאור הנר
We do בדיקת חמץ on the eve of the fourteenth day - clearly 
proving that when our משנה says to do בדיקה at אור it means at 
night.

– אלא בין רב הונא ובין רב יהודה דכולי עלמא אור אורתא הוא
The גמרא concludes that all אמוראים must agree that אור 
means night.
 because in his town they referred to ,נגהי said it means רב הונא
night as נגהי.
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Pesachim 3 - 2 

– ?ותנא דידן מאי טעמא לא קתני לילי
Why didn’t our משנה simply say night which would have 
been a much clearer expression than אור?
 prefers to speak in a more משנה the – לישנא מעליא הוא דנקט
dignified way.
As ר' יהושע בן לוי and other אמוראים taught -
- לעולם אל יוציא אדם דבר מגונה מפיו
One should never speak in an unrefined manner - which we 
learn from the fact that the תורה wrote an extra 8, 9, 10 or even 
 letters, in order to avoid using a less refined - אותיות 16
expression such as טמא.
Let’s cite the first and most well-known example.

When describing the animals entering נח’s תיבה the תורה 
writes;
 instead of the - מן הבהמה הטהורה ומן הבהמה אשר איננה טהורה
shorter
- מן הבהמה הטהורה ומן הבהמה הטמאה
אותיות is 13 אשר איננה טהורה
אותיות is 5 הטמאה
A difference of 8 אותיות

 We derive from – תניא דבי רבי ישמעאל לעולם יספר אדם בלשון נקיה
three separate פסוקים that not only does the תורה use a refined 
manner of speech, but the רבנן do the same, and even in 
general conversation we should do the same.

Even though we always try to use the most dignified 
expression, there is a competing principle of
– לעולם ישנה אדם לתלמידו דרך קצרה
One should always teach his students in the most brief and 
concise terms. Therefore, when the length of the expression 
would be the same we choose the more dignified expression, 
but when the more dignified expression is longer we may 
choose the less dignified but shorter expression.
Rashi explains, however, that the Torah DID in certain 
places use the longer expression to teach the point of 
speaking in a refined manner.

ר' יהושע בן לוי

ותנא דידן מאי טעמא
לא קתני לילי?

לישנא מעליא הוא דנקט

לעולם אל יוציא אדם
דבר מגונה מפיו

When describing the animals
entering נח’s תיבה the תורה writes

מן הבהמה הטהורה ומן הבהמה
ה א מ ט ה

12345

מן הבהמה הטהורה ומן הבהמה
ה ר ו ה ט ה  נ נ י א ר  ש א

12345678910111213

A DIFFERENCE OF 8 אותיות

תניא דבי רבי ישמעאל
לעולם יספר אדם

בלשון נקיה
לעולם ישנה אדם

לתלמידו דרך קצרה
Therefore

When the sameWhen longer
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Pesachim 3 - 3 

The Gemara relates several incidents that demonstrate how 
the way a person speaks can reveal a lot about him.
First, הנהו תרי תלמידי – there were two students of רב, one of 
whom described his studies tiring him as a tired pig, and the 
other who described it as a tired goat. Although the first one 
used the euphemism דבר אחר - another thing - for the pig, Rav 
would not talk to that student, because he used such an 
example.

Second, as a young man, either ר' יוחנן בן זכאי asked הלל - or 'ר 
,רבי asked יוחנן
– מפני מה בוצרין בטהרה ואין מוסקין בטהרה
Why are we careful to harvest grapes with כלים that are טהור, 
and we are not similarly careful to harvest olives בטהרה?
Another student asked;
– מפני מה בוצרין בטהרה ומוסקין בטומאה
Why are we careful to harvest grapes בטהרה, but we don’t 
mind to harvest olives בטומאה.

Based on his refined speech his Rebbe predicted;
- מובטח אני בזה שמורה הוראה בישראל
I am certain that he will become one who will issue rulings 
for the Jewish people. Indeed,
– לא היה ימים מועטים עד שהורה הוראה בישראל
It didn’t take long for the student to become a significant 
.פוסק

Third - There were three כהנים describing the small portion of 
the לחם הפנים they received. One described it as;
 I received a piece the size of a bean. The other one - הגיעני כפול
said;
;the size of an olive, while the third one said - הגיעני כזית
.the size of a lizard’s tail – הגיעני כזנב הלטאה
They investigated him, and found either a פסול in his lineage, 
or that he had serious character flaws, which disqualified 
him from serving as a כהן.

1st

הנהו תרי תלמידי

1 2
Described his studies

           tiring him as a tired…
Described his studies

          tiring him as a tired…

Rav would not
talk to this student

דבר אחר

2nd

הלל asked ר' יוחנן בן זכאי
or ר' יוחנן asked רבי

ואין מוסקין
      בטהרה

מפני מה
בוצרין
בטהרה

לא היה ימים מועטים
עד שהורה הוראה בישראל

Based on his refined speech
his Rebbe predicted
מובטח אני בזה

שמורה הוראה בישראל

Another student asked…
מפני מה בוצרין בטהרה

ומוסקין בטומאה

3rd

Three כהנים describing the small portion
of the לחם הפנים they received

12
הגיעני
כפול

הגיעני
כזית

3
הגיעני

כזנב הלטאה

They investigated him
and found a פסול

in his lineage
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Pesachim 3 - 4 

Parenthetically the גמרא tells the story of ההוא ארמאה – a גוי 
who used to brag that he was able to fool the חכמים in ירושלים 
into giving him a portion of a קרבן פסח. When רבי יהודה בן 
 to ask for the גוי heard about this, he encouraged the בתירא
fatty tail, which Halachically must be burned on the מזבח. 
When the man made this strange request - and when asked, 
he said that it was upon the suggestion of רבי יהודה בן בתירא - 
the חכמים realized something was amiss. 

After investigating his lineage, they discovered the truth and 
killed him. 
They sent the following complimentary message to ר' יהודה בן 
- בתירה
– את בנציבין ומצודתך פרוסה בירושלים
You are indeed in נציבין, but your net extends all the way to 
!ירושלים

Fourth, when ר' יהושע בריה דרב אידי was sent to check on רב 
 had passed away. When רב כהנא he discovered that ,כהנא
reporting back he hid the קריעה - the tear in his garment, but 
did not respond directly with the bad news, quoting a פסוק in 
- משלי
- ומוציא דבה הוא כסיל
One who utters a bad report is a fool.

Finally, יוחנן חקוקאה went to check on the crops, and when 
asked about the performance of each crop which had grown 
poorly, he did not respond directly. Instead, he reported 
about other crops.

Story
ההוא ארמאה

He was able to fool the חכמים into
                 giving him a portion of a קרבן פסח

רבי יהודה בן בתירא

Encouraged the גוי
          to ask for the fatty tail

The חכמים realized
            something was amiss

AND KILLED HIM

After investigating they
              discovered the truth…

They sent the following
message to ר' יהודה בן בתירה

את בנציבין ומצודתך פרוסה בירושלים

4th

When ר' יהושע בריה דרב אידי
was sent to check on רב כהנא

He discovered that
had passed away רב כהנא

but did not respond directly
  with the bad news

משלי
ומוציא דבה הוא כסיל

went to check on the crops יוחנן חקוקאה
When asked about the performance

of each crop 
he did not respond directly


